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ABSTRACT

Aln recent decades, Canada has been experiencing increasir
religious polarization. While a core of perhaps 25% of the
population continues to embrace religion, a growing proport
of Canadians are opting for life without religion.

AThe author draws on Canadian national survey data for adu
and teenagers and comparative wartte data to explore the
Impact of growing polarization on personaHvesfig,
spirituality, social welleing, and responses to death.
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The Attendance Situation
Weekly Attendance: 1950s and Now
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hPeople conti nu l
only t he (o0 it seragiss

A Demand remains constant

A If somegroupsfail, othereemerge to
fill the vacuum

AWhat changeghelist of suppliers

A Secularizatioh end of religion

A Secularizatiostimulates revitalization
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Findings:a major shifhas been taking placg

Growing nos. turning backs on religion

A significant segment still values religion

V But a growing core does not

V. The si ze of ot he ambij
V Situation = increasing religious polarization

V Evident with attendanj



Religion innCanada is far from a thing o

Butinirecentyears,
there has beenan important momentum s
away from religion.

Norr-eldi1rgi-ion:0:s «omar: ke

Growing numbers of Canadians are living lif
beyond the gods.



Teenage Attendance: 1984 & 2008
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The Polarization Picture

Attendance: Weeklys & Nevers
|dentification:Affiliates & Nowffiliates
Belief: Theists & Atheists
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O THERE'S PROBABLY NO GOD.

NOW STOP WORRYING

THERE'S PROBABLY A GOD.

NOW STOP WORRYING

Join the discussion at wondercafe.ca '“"

EXTRAORDINARY CLAIMS

ALLAH * BIGFOOT * UFOS * HOMEOPATHY * ZEUS * PSYCHICS * CHRIST
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1. Polarization &
Personal Wéding




Outlook by Religiosity: Adults

I* ATTENDANCE IDENTIFICATION BEL
Weekly Never Yes No Theist At

Happines:s Veryo or fAPrett y93 % 96 91 0301 95 92

Marriage/Relationshipveryo + OBrett 95 HapPB4 o 96 93 95 93
Qua”tyOfyOur”fEVeryc‘)/ﬁFai r8Y sat9k i S 89 90 90 90

Source: Project Canada 2005 National Survey



Assessment

OVERALL: little difference

It doesnoitrelgmana n

IS not an important source
of personal well - being for some people;

it does mean non- religious people
just about as likely

to find personal well - being
via other sources



2. Polarization &
Spirituality




Spiritual Needs & Valuing of
Spirituality by Religiosity (%)

I*l ATTENDANCE IDENTIFICATION  BELIE
Weekly Never Yes No Theist At

Al myself have spiritual needso

Adults 2 94 51 7647 91 27

Teens 54 84 26 66 30 82 1.

Sources: Project Canada 2005 & Project Teen Canada 2008.



The Alberta Spirituality Surve

Spring 201&ample 550

Do you feel you have spiritual needs? 82%
Are your spiritual needs Yes 34
currently being met? Yes, for the most part 51
Not really 11
Not really at all 4
Spiritual needs being met Weekly 93
by service attendance Never 70
Which of the following Religious and spiritual 44
describes you best? Spiritual but not religious 42
Religious but not spiritual 3

Not religious and not spiritual 11



Assessment

Without religion,  spiritualiies  will persist.

What Is less clear:
their personal & social significance

when they are not linked to
some identifiable groups &
some identifiable goals



3. Polarization &
Social Weleing




Interpersonal Values by Religiosity

Adults
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Assessment

It doesnoitreligona n
Is the o0r/y source of civility,
it cdoes mean religion
IS one important source of civility.

| f 1t ceases be presen
equally effective  functional alternatives
will have to be found
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Responses to Death: Adults

AWhat woul dprijappue spyngy®uirs t o t he r

I*I ATTENDANCE IDENTIFICATION BELIEF
Never Weekly No Yes Atheist Theist

Sorrow 26% 33 19 34 25 28 26
Mystery 23 21 17 30 22 26 22
Hope 19 9 45 6 22 4 23
Fear 15 15 10 11 14 1l 14
No particular feeling 17 24 9 19 17 24 15

TOTALS 100 100 100 100 100 1

Source: Reginald W. Bibby, Project Canada 2000 National Survey



Assessment




Conclusion
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Will the Demise of Religion
Make Any Difference

NO YES
1. Individual lives 1. Civility

2. Spirituality 2. Death



Harvey Cox:

NPeople remain 1T ntril gue
but not with conventional churches.

Most are not looking for creeds and hierarchies. Tr
want personal faith.

The experience of the divine Is displacing theories
about 1 t.0

What is less clear igherethey can experience faith.
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The Old or Something Else?
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NThe ol d gods are gr owi
already dead, and others are not yet

born.

There are no gospels which are

iImmortal,but neither is there any

reason for believing that humanity

IS Incapable of Inventing new ones."

Dur kheil meée



The gods potentially can contribute to life in a numpbgriREEE
of ways. They can elevate personal and socidbaua). HER
They can make us happy, contribute to justice, satisfy
spiritual needs, and make us better stewards of the
planet.

So can everyone else

But in addition to speaking to all of life, and adding to all of lite,
gods are unigue I n that they
more, they have some encouraging things to say.

As the people around us, and we ourselves, approach that
Inevitable and mysterious ending of life, the gods may be our best
hope...in fact, they may be our only hope.

Reginald W. Bibby

Some people will choose to ¢
conclusion that thereodos reall
death alone.

That 0s why, I n the | ong run,

number of forms of organized religion.
Few of us will say goodbye to the gods.



