








































































































































































































































































































• They are no more negative about visible minorities nor less 
inclined to engage in sex. Partly reflecting age. "weeklys" are 
somewhat less hkely to report having been sexually assaulted. 

Select Characteristics by Service Attendance 

HAPPY FAMILY VALUE VISMINS SEX WORRY SEXUALLY 
ENJOYT CDN TM POW WEEKLY CHILDREN ASSLTED 

Weekly 96% 97 67 17 74 52 7 
Monthly 91 90 64 12 75 45 10 
Yearly 91 93 57 18 79 50 15 
Never 89 89 58 21 77 35 10 

Such findings suggest the attendance drop-off is not associated 
with significant differences in the quality of life of Canadians. 
Religious involvement undoubtedly helps to enhance life for 
many people. But others seem to be finding altemative sources 
to involvement which hkewise enhance hfe for them. 

Can the same be said for interpersonal values? The findings 
suggest that in many instances - friendliness, kindness, polite
ness - the answer is yes. However, there are some noticeable 
differences in the case of traits like honesty, concern for others, 
and. in particular, generosity and forgiveness. 

Altemative sources of values are apparent. Still, it's worth 
noting is that in no value instance are weekly attenders less 
likely than others to endorse these traits. At minimum, rehgious 
groups appear to be a major source of interpersonal values. 

Select Values by Service Attendance 

FRIEND- KIND- HONESTY POLITE- CONCERN GENER- FORGIVE-
UNESS NESS NESS OTHERS OSITY NESS 

Weekly 78% 83 95 73 77 68 71 
Monthly 67 81 90 67 67 58 55 
Yearly 64 73 86 63 63 54 49 
Never 76 83 85 73 69 49 53 
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Even though many Canadians are not actively involved in 
religious groups, they show an uncanny inclination to not 
abandon the country's dominant religious groups. Identifi
cation without involvement tends to be the norm. 

The Meaning ofReUgious Identification 
by Service Attendance 

ALL WEEKLY MONTHLY YEARLY NEVER 

79% 81 83 79 64 
Know a feir amount about 

70 90 71 60 46 
Group I identity with is 

important to me 61 88 72 40 15 
27 74 19 2 3 

Would describe myself as 
"deeply committed" , 37 79 33 14 4 

Would consider being more 
involved if worthwhile 
for myself or my femily... 62 69 69 58 43 

Still, to the extent they can find that their identification groups 
can play a significant role in their hves or in the hves of their 
family members, large numbers of people - including those not 
currently participating - indicate they are receptive to the 
possibihty of greater involvement. 

The longer Look 
* Just ?5% of the 1995 respondents could identify Revelation as the 

last book in the New Testament. 

* But wait - in 1955, during the alleged Solden Era of attendance, 

Gallup found that only 33% of Canadians could name the book! 

137 



TREND 
T R A C K I N G 

Onlookers outside of Canada's reli
gious groups seldom greet the numeri
cal problems of organized rehgion 
with much concern, let alone alarm. 
However, it seems almost prosaic to 
point out that two of the most basic 
functions that Canadian rehgious 
groups have performed historically 
pertain to values and spirituality. 

Involvement meant that large numbers of children and adults 
were at least introduced to the importance of traits such as 
honesty, compassion, and generosity. In the 90s, with service 
attendance dropping, there is reason to beheve we have not yet 
found equaUy effective alternatives. Perhaps significantly, these 
days many are concerned about issues such as teen crime, vio
lence in schools, and violence against women and children. 

As for spirituahty, it's clear the number of Canadians who 
express needs readily exceeds the number involved in organized 
rehgion. While it's often assumed people will simply mm else-
elsewhere or mm inward, many appear to be doing neither. 

The dechne of organized rehgion in the last half of this cenmry 
is socially tragic, if equally effective sources of civihty and 
spirimahty fail to appear. To date, their arrival is in question. 

T H E P R O J E C T CANADA P A N E L 

NO CHANGE INCREASE DECREASE TOTALS 
Attendance 
Baby Boomers 33% 43 24 100 
Boomers' Parents 37 39 24 100 

Private Prayer 
Baby BOOHMTS 33 49 18 100 
Boomers' Parents 45 39 16 100 
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CONCLUSION 
The survey findings indicate that life as we have been 
experiencing it since the 1960s has been characterized by a 
blend of change and continuity, diversity and commonality. 

• We've been doing a lot of changing but, as the panel findings 
remind us, we've also been holding on tightly to ideas and 
behaviour we value. 

• We've become more aware of our geographical, cultural, and 
lifestyle differences, yet, a well-kept secret is that we also have 
continued to have much in common. 

Change and Diversity 

The surveys document considerable change in the past few 
decades, not just collectively but individually as well. Many of 
those changes reflect an increasing opeimess to diversity - to a 
wide range of people and how they choose to Uve. 

• We've made considerable progress in the way we view each 
other. Gender and intergroup relations have improved consid
erably since the 70s. There's still a good distance to go. But we 
have come a long way from where we were. 

• Sexually, we've been showing a wiUingness to accommodate 
people whose attitudes and behaviour are not necessarily our 
own, be they heterosexuals or homosexuals, be the topic birth 
control or abortion. 

• We've been exhibiting openness to a wide range of family 
possibiUties - from being divorced, blended famihes and 
single parenthood, through cohabitation and having children 
outside of marriage, to being more accepting of same-sex 
couples. 
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