
 



 

 

 

 

 
SOME NOTES ABOUT 

PROJECT TEEN CANADA 2008 
 

 

 This survey is the fourth in a unique series of national, bilingual research projects 
examining the values, attitudes, beliefs, behaviour, and expectations of Canadian teenagers, 
once again involving approximately 200 randomly selected classes and 4,000 15 to 19-year-
olds across the country. 

 

 The first survey was carried out in 1984, and resulted in pioneering information on young 
people, published in the best-selling book, The Emerging Generation: An Inside Look At 
Canada’s Teenagers (Toronto: Irwin, 1985). The book was also published in French as La 
Nouvelle Generation (Montreal: Fides, 1986). 

 

 The second and third surveys were completed in 1992 and 2000 and provided the country 
with unique trend information concerning changes and continuities characterizing Canada’s 
youth through the 1980s and 90s.  The findings were summarized in two books, Teen Trends: 
A Nation in Motion (Toronto: Stoddart, 1992) and Canada's Teens: Today, Yesterday, and 
Tomorrow (Toronto: Stoddart, 2001). In addition, summaries of the key research findings were 
produced in French. These three surveys have provided the most widely-read research on 
teenagers ever produced in Canada. 

 

 This fourth survey, being conducted in 2008, will make it possible to compare today's 
Canadian young people with those of the early 1980s, 1990s, and 2000. 

 

 A new book, The Emerging Millennials, that presents and interprets the findings of the new 
survey, will be published in the fall of 2008. In addition, findings and topical releases will be 
available via the survey website – PTC08.COM. 

 

 Copies of The Emerging Millennials will be given to the libraries of all participating schools. 

 Copies of Canada's Teens and The Boomer Factor will also be given to all participating schools. 

 Findings will once more be made available to television and radio outlets, leadings newspapers and 
       magazines, web services, and a wide range of government departments, groups, and individuals. 

 Project Teen Canada personnel will continue to present the project's findings and implications to 
       educators, youth workers, organizations, parents, and teenagers across the country. 

 

Total confidentiality is again guaranteed.  
The names of teenage participants are unknown. 

Further, the names of participating schools will not be disclosed. 
 

 

Canada's youth will be heard as we reflect together 
on the kind of society we want in this new century. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  1.  How much ENJOYMENT do you receive from these areas of life?    
        [Skip those that don’t apply.]                                                             

  A Great Quite Some Little     
  Deal A Bit  or None  

 Music .............................................................  1 2 3 4      [9] 

       Television .......................................................  1 2 3 4  
 E-mail  ............................................................  1 2 3 4  
       The Internet generally ....................................  1 2 3 4  
 Your iPod or MP3 player ................................  1 2 3 4  
 Reading .........................................................  1 2 3 4  
 Friends  ..........................................................  1 2 3 4  
 Your boyfriend or girlfriend  ............................  1 2 3 4  
 
 Your brother(s) or sister(s)  ............................  1 2 3 4  
 Your mother/female who has raised you ........  1 2 3 4  
 Your father/male who has raised you .............  1 2 3 4  
 Your grandparent(s)  ......................................  1 2 3 4  
 Being by yourself  ..........................................  1 2 3 4  
 Youth groups generally ..................................  1 2 3 4    
 Sports ............................................................  1 2 3 4   
 Your religious group specifically  ....................  1 2 3 4   

  
 School  ...........................................................  1 2 3 4   
 Your job .........................................................  1 2 3 4   

  Your car   .......................................................  1 2 3 4   
 Your pet(s)  ....................................................  1 2 3 4   
 Video/computer games . ................................  1 2 3 4   
 Your cell phone ..............................................  1 2 3 4   
 Shopping  .......................................................  1 2 3 4   
 Your own room  ..............................................  1 2 3 4   
 
 
  2.  How closely do you follow:          Very Fairly Not Very Not Closely 
  Closely  Closely Closely At All 

 the National Hockey League ..........................  1 2 3 4 
 the Canadian Football League .......................  1 2 3 4 
 Major League Baseball ..................................  1 2 3 4 
 Soccer ............................................................    1 2 3 4 
 the National Football League .........................  1 2 3 4 
 Figure Skating ................................................  1 2 3 4 
 the National Basketball Association ...............  1 2 3 4 
 
 
  3.  Are you a part of any of the following groups?  [Please circle if you are.] 

1  school club 1  hobby-related club  1 Internet friendship group   1  any other?_____________ 

 1  sports team/club     1  religious youth group 1 cultural/ethnic organization       _____________________ 
                            [46] 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 Please CIRCLE the number that applies to your answer. 

 Keep in mind that this is not a test; we want YOUR views 

 If you come across a question you don’t understand or don’t want to answer, please skip it and move on. 

 YOU are the only one who will know you filled out this form.  DO NOT sign your name. 

 Feel free to make comments in the margins. 

 You should be finished in about 30-40 minutes.  Take the questions seriously — but also have some fun! 

 
  

We would like to begin by asking about the things you enjoy and value. 



  4.  About how many HOURS A DAY do you watch television?  ________ hours                               
 

  5.  WHAT or WHO IS YOUR FAVOURITE....             [Please list ONLY ONE.]                                                

     In some cases, you may not have any - just skip them and move on. 
 
     Type of music    _______________________________________________ [48-49] 

    Website topic _______________________________________________  [ 50-51] 

 Singer/group       _______________________________________________                 [52-54] 

     Author           _______________________________________________    [55-57]         

  

                                        
  6.  About how many HOURS A DAY do you spend on a computer?  ________ hours [58]                                                    
 

  7.  How many CLOSE friends would you say you have?   0           1           2      3           4  or more 

       
 
  OF THESE, 
  ABOUT 
  HOW MANY:   
   

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
 

    

  8. About how often do you: Daily Several About 2-3  About Hardly Never 
  Times  Once A  Times Once A Ever 
   A Week  Week  Month Month 

 Listen to music ................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    
 Go to a movie ..................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Follow sports ...................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Keep up with the news ....................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Read books you want to read .........  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 Read the Bible/other Scriptures ......  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Read your horoscope  .....................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Smoke cigarettes ............................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7   
 Play video/computer games ............  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Access Facebook ............................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7  [78]                                                    

 Use e-mail .......................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 [2.1]                                                   

 Text message .................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    
 Access YouTube  ............................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7   
 Use Skype .......................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Use a cell phone .............................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Do something to stay in shape ........  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 Play an instrument /work on music .  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Drink beer, wine, or other alcohol....  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
       Party ...............................................  1            2            3           4           5            6            7                       
 Engage in sex .................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Attend a sports event ......................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Gamble with money ........................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

 Use marijuana or hashish ...............  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Use other illegal drugs ....................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Argue with a parent (s) ....................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Attend a religious service ................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Pray privately ..................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
 Sit and think ....................................  1 2 3 4 5 6 7    [18] 

Go to your school ...........................  0           1           2      3           4  or more 
Live in another province .................  0           1           2      3           4  or more 
Live in the United States ................  0           1           2      3           4  or more 
Live outside North America ............  0           1           2      3           4  or more 

Have you met on-line .....................  0  1 2 3 4  or more 

Are male.........................................  0           1           2      3           4  or more 
Are female ......................................  0           1           2      3           4  or more 

Are caucasian (white) ....................  0  1 2 3 4  or more 
Are not caucasian ..........................  0 1 2 3  4  or more  
 

 

   

 



  9.  Have you ever visited or lived.... Yes No 

    In another Canadian province or territory ............................  1 2 
   In the United States ............................................................  1 2 
  Outside North America ........................................................  1 2 
 

10.  How important are the following to YOU PERSONALLY? 

   [Skip any that are unclear.] Very Somewhat Not Very Not Important 
  Important Important Important At All 

 A comfortable life ...........................................  1 2 3 4                                          
 Friendship ......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Freedom.........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Excitement .....................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Money ............................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Efficiency........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Recognition ....................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Family life .......................................................  1 2 3 4 

 Spirituality ......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Trust ...............................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Being loved ....................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Honesty ..........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Creativity ........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Forgiveness ...................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Things being done for you quickly ..................  1 2 3 4 
 Intelligence .....................................................  1 2 3 4 

 Humour ..........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Concern for others   .......................................  1 2 3 4 
 Cleanliness ....................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Your looks ......................................................  1 2 3 4  
 Working hard ..................................................  1 2 3 4  
 Having choices ...............................................  1 2 3 4 
 Politeness ......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Being popular   ...............................................  1 2 3 4 

 Being informed ...............................................  1 2 3 4 
 Religious group involvement  .........................  1 2 3 4 
 Patience .........................................................  1                  2 3 4 
 Getting a good education ...............................  1 2 3 4 
 What your parents think of you ......................  1                   2                   3                  4 
 Your cultural group heritage ...........................  1 2 3 4 
 Success in what you do .................................  1 2 3 4 
 Being a Canadian ..........................................  1 2 3 4 
 

11.  Overall, to what extent do you think your life is influenced by: 
 
                                                                               A Great          Quite   Some          Little 
                                                                                  Deal             A Bit                                or None 

    The characteristics you were born with  .........      1       2       3       4                  
  The way you were brought up ........................  1       2       3       4 
  Your mother/female who raised you ..............  1  2  3 4 
  Your father/male who raised you ...................  1  2  3 4 
  Your friend(s)  ................................................      1        2       3      4 
  Your teacher(s) ..............................................  1        2       3       4 

 Another adult(s) who you respect ..................  1  2  3 4 
       The Internet  ...................................................         1                    2                    3                  4                    

  Television .......................................................  1   2       3       4 
      Music .............................................................      1        2       3       4          
     What you read ................................................      1        2       3       4 
     Luck ...............................................................  1   2       3       4 
      What people in power decide .........................  1        2       3       4 
  Advertising .....................................................  1  2  3 4 
     God or some other supernatural force ...........  1        2       3       4
  Your own willpower ........................................  1        2       3       4                [69] 



 
 
 
 
12.  How serious do YOU think the following problems are in Canada? 

 Very Fairly Not Very Not Serious 
 Serious Serious  Serious At All

 The economy .............................................  1 2 3 4                                      
 Crime .........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Violence against women ............................  1 2 3 4 
 Lack of Canadian unity ..............................  1 2 3 4 
 Child abuse ................................................  1 2 3 4 

 French-English relations ............................  1 2 3 4   
 Unequal treatment of women .....................  1 2 3 4 
 Racial discrimination ..................................  1 2 3 4 
 Drugs .........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Terrorism....................................................  1 2 3 4  [79]  

 The environment ........................................  1 2 3 4 [3.1] 
 Bullying ......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 AIDS ..........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Teenage suicide  ........................................  1 2 3 4 
 Violence in schools ....................................  1 2 3 4 

 Poverty .......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Increasing ethnic & cultural diversity ..........  1 2 3 4 
 American Influence ....................................  1 2 3 4 
 Youth gangs ...............................................  1 2 3 4 
 Aboriginal & Non-Aboriginal relations ........  1 2 3 4 

 I think the country’s most serious problem is  _______________________________________________          [11-12] 

 

13.  How much CONFIDENCE do you have in the people in charge of:                            

                                                                 A Great          Quite Some Little or  
                                                                  Deal A bit  None 

Television ...................................................  1 2 3 4 
The Music Industry .....................................  1 2 3 4 
Newspapers ...............................................  1 2 3 4 
The Movie Industry ....................................  1 2 3 4 
Major Business ..........................................  1 2 3 4 
Schools ......................................................  1 2 3 4 

The Computing Industry  ............................  1 2 3 4 
Religious Organizations .............................  1 2 3 4 
The Police ..................................................  1 2 3 4 
The Court System ......................................  1 2 3 4 
Your Provincial or Territorial Government ..  1 2 3 4 
The Federal Government ...........................  1 2 3 4                                                

 

14.  Generally speaking, which of the following best describes how you feel about trust and people? 

       1   People can almost always be trusted        3   You usually can't be too careful in dealing with people 
       2   People can usually be trusted                   4   You almost always can't be too careful in dealing with people 

 

15.  Looking at the world more generally, how concerned are you about the following?   

 Very Fairly Not Very Not Concerned 
 Concerned Concerned  Concerned At All

Global warming ..........................................  1 2 3 4           
Overpopulation ...........................................  1 2 3 4 

 Terrorism....................................................  1 2 3 4 
Poverty .......................................................  1 2 3 4           
AIDS ..........................................................  1 2 3 4 
Human rights violations ..............................  1 2 3 4           

       Any other ONE particular issue?   ________________________________________________________             [32-33] 

We’d like to turn now to some of your views of Canada and Canadians. 



16.  Please indicate the extent to which you AGREE or DISAGREE with these statements: 

                             Strongly                            Strongly 
      Agree  Agree Disagree  Disagree 

Canada should have TWO official languages – English and French.................  1 2 3 4  
 
Law enforcement is applied evenly to all those who break the law ...................  1 2 3 4 
 
The average teenager in Canada does not have any influence 
in what the government does ............................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 
Racial and cultural diversity is a good thing for Canada ....................................  1 2 3 4 
 
Most of my school courses are fairly interesting ...............................................  1 2 3 4 
 
Although I'm a teenager, I'm ready to be a responsible adult ............................  1 2 3 4 
 
A stranger who shows a person attention is probably up to something .............  1 2 3 4 
 
The use of marijuana should be legalized .........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 
What’s right or wrong is a matter of personal opinion .......................................  1 2 3 4  
 
I feel safe at school ...........................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 
People who cannot afford it have a right to medical care ..................................  1 2 3 4 
 
The CBC is important to Canada ......................................................................  1         2         3         4 
 
Anyone who works hard will rise to the top .......................................................  1  2 3 4 
 
Generally speaking, adults respect young people's opinions ............................  1  2 3   4 
 
I'd be open to more involvement with religious groups if I found it 

to be worthwhile ................................................................................................  1  2 3 4 [48] 
                 
The death penalty should sometimes be used to punish criminals ...................  1  2 3 4 
 
War is justified when other ways of settling international disputes fail ..............  1  2 3 4 
 
I feel safe at home  ............................................................................................  1  2 3 4 
 
People who break the law are almost always caught ........................................  1  2 3 4 
 
The average Canadian adult does not have any influence  
in what the government does ............................................................................  1 2 3 4      

Canada should be a ―melting pot‖ where people coming here from other 

countries give up their cultural differences and become Canadians .................  1 2 3 4 
 
All in all, my teachers are genuinely interested in me .......................................  1 2         3         4 
 
Most adults treat me like a child rather than as a young adult ..........................  1 2 3 4 
 
We need to worry about our own country and let the rest of the world 
take care of itself ...............................................................................................  1  2 3 4 
 
Everything's relative ..........................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 
I want a home like the one I grew up in .............................................................  1 2 3 4 
 
 

17.  How closely would you say that you follow:           Very Fairly Not Very Not Closely 
   Closely  Closely Closely At All 

 American politics ........................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Canadian politics ........................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 World events  .............................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Developments in Iraq .................................................................................  1 2  3 4 
 Developments in Afghanistan ....................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Environmental issues .................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Developments in the medical field .............................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Technological developments ......................................................................  1 2 3 4 [67] 



 
 
 

18.  A person gives you change for what you have bought.   
 As you walk away, you realize he/she has given you $10. more than you were supposed to receive. 

 Do you think you would be inclined to: 

 1  Keep the $10. and keep walking   3  It would depend on factors such as the size of the store,  
 2  Go back and return the extra $10          whether you expected to shop there again, and 
          whether or not you knew the sales person involved 
 
19.  Do you APPROVE or DISAPPROVE of people...                           Approve   Disapprove     Don’t Care 
                                                                                                     Either Way 

 Walking on a red light and making traffic wait .......................................................  1 2 3 

 Talking on a cell phone when they are driving a vehicle .......................................  1 2 3 

 Not saying ―sorry‖ when they accidentally bump into someone ............................  1 2   3 

 In some situations giving someone "the finger".... .................................................  1 2  3 
 Parking in a handicapped stall when they are not handicapped ...........................  1 2  3 
 Posting personal information about you on the Web .............................................  1 2 3 
 

20.  To what extent do you APPROVE or DISAPPROVE of the following? Approve Disapprove Disapprove & 
 & Accept   But Accept   Do Not Accept 

 Sex before marriage when people LOVE each other ..........................................  1 2 3  

 Sex before marriage when people LIKE each other ..............................................  1 2 3 
 A married person having sex with someone other than their marriage partner .....  1 2 3  

      Unmarried couples living together .........................................................................  1 2 3  

 Unmarried couples having children .......................................................................  1 2  3 
 Couples getting a divorce .....................................................................................  1 2 3 [80] 

 Sexual relations between two people of the same sex .........................................  1 2 3 [4.1] 
 Same sex couples marrying ..................................................................................  1 2 3 
 Same sex couples raising children ........................................................................  1 2 3 

 It being possible to obtain a legal abortion when a female has been raped ..........  1 2  3  
 It being possible to obtain a legal abortion for any reason  ...................................  1 2  3 
  

21.  If two people like each other, do you think it is all right for them to: 

  Yes, the First      Yes, After A Few No 
                                                                                             Time Together Times Together  

          Hold hands ..........................................................    1          2             3 
          Kiss .....................................................................  1          2             3 
          Make out .............................................................  1   2             3 
          Have sex .............................................................  1          2             3 
 

22.  Do most of the teenagers you know who are sexually active use contraceptives?   1  Yes    2   No   3  Don't know  
 

23.  Has the existence of HIV/AIDS influenced your own personal sexual habits? 

        1  Yes    2  No  3  No — I’m not currently sexually involved   4  No — I’ve never been sexually involved 
 
24.  If you wanted to use drugs, how difficult would it be for you to obtain them? 

 1   Extremely difficult 3   Not very difficult   5   I don’t really know 
 2   Somewhat difficult 4   Not difficult at all 
 

25.  What drug would you say is the most popular around here?    

   1 _______________________________________________  2   I don’t really know                         
  

26. Generally speaking, on what do you base your moral views?                 [14] 

     1   How I feel at the time 4   My parents' views 7   Other (please specify) 

       2   Religion 5   Views of other adults  _____________________________  
       3   My friends' views                       6   Nothing in particular 
                                                               _____________________________ 
 

There has been a lot of talk about changes in morals and behaviour. 
 



 
 
 

27.  To what extent do these common concerns bother you? 
        [Skip those that don’t apply.]                                                                  A Great  Quite Some   Little 
                                                                                                              Deal   A Bit    or None 

 Pressure to do well at school .........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Your lack of money ........................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Boredom ........................................................................................  1 2 3 4                               

 So many things changing ...............................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Sex .................................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Depression .....................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Your parent(s) being so busy .........................................................  1 2 3 4 

 Your height .....................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Loneliness ......................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Losing friends .................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Conflict with students at school ......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Your parents’ marriage/relationship ...............................................  1 2 3 4 
 Never seem to have enough time ..................................................  1 2 3 4 

 Your looks ......................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Conflict with teachers at school ......................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Your family's lack of money ...........................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Feeling you are not as good as others ...........................................  1 2 3 4 
 Not having a girlfriend/boyfriend ....................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Having broken up with someone ....................................................  1 2 3 4 

 Not fitting in ....................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Your weight ....................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Wondering about the purpose of life ..............................................  1 2 3 4 
 Not being as intelligent as you would like to be ..............................  1 2 3 4 
 Being bullied at school ...................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 Not being understood by your parents ...........................................  1 2 3 4 
 What you are going to do when you finish school ..........................  1 2 3 4 [40] 

  

28.  How accurately would you say the following statements describe you? 

                             Very Fairly Not Very Not Well 
                      Well Well Well At All 

 I have a number of good qualities ..................................................  1 2 3 4 
 I am well-liked ................................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 I am kind to other people ...............................................................  1 2 3 4 

 I try to stay out of trouble ...............................................................  1 2 3 4 
 I am good-looking  .........................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 I can do most things very well ........................................................  1 2 3 4 

 I have lots of confidence ................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 I am a good person ........................................................................  1 2 3 4 
 I have never got into trouble with the police ...................................  1 2 3 4 
 

 29.  On a very personal note, much publicity has been given to a number of serious problems affecting 
   some teens.   Do you have a close friend who...      

                  Yes         No  
     Has been bullied at school .............................................................  1        2                                         
 Has been physically attacked at school .........................................  1 2 
     Has an alcohol or drug problem .....................................................  1        2 
     Has been a victim of gang violence ...............................................  1        2 
     Has been sexually abused .............................................................  1        2 
     Has been physically abused at home ............................................  1        2 
 Has been severely depressed ........................................................  1        2 
     Has attempted suicide ...................................................................  1        2        
 

30. When I face a serious problem, I turn to   ____________________________________________________         [58-59] 

Next, we would like to ask you about some of your personal concerns. 



 
 
 
 
       
31.  To what extent do you think about these questions? 

                                                                                             Often    Sometimes   No Never 
                                                                                                                                                Longer     Have 

      What is the purpose of life? ..........................................................  1  2 3 4  

    Why is there suffering in the world? .............................................  1  2 3 4 
     What happens after death? ..........................................................  1  2 3 4 

    Is there a God or Supreme Being? ..............................................  1  2 3 4 
 
 
32.  Do you believe:                                  Yes, I Yes, I No, I No, I 
                                     Definitely Think Don't Definitely 
                                    Do So Think So Do Not 

 In ESP (extrasensory perception) ................................................  1 2 3 4  

 In astrology ..................................................................................  1 2 3 4 

 In life after death ..........................................................................  1 2 3 4 

 God or a higher power exists .......................................................  1 2 3 4 

 God or a higher power expects us to be good to each other ........  1 2 3 4 

 Some people have psychic powers ..............................................  1 2 3 4 
 We can have contact with the spirit world ....................................  1 2 3 4 

 You personally have experienced an event  

  before it happened (precognition) ..............................................  1 2 3 4 

  You have felt the presence of God or a higher power. .................  1 2 3 4 

 Miraculous healing sometimes occurs .........................................  1 2 3 4 

 The central goal in life is to be happy ...........................................  1 2 3 4 
 All world religions are equally valid ..............................................  1 2 3 4 

 You yourself have spiritual needs ................................................  1 2 3 4 

 Good people will be rewarded after they die ................................  1 2 3 4 

 God or a higher power cares about you .......................................  1 2 3 4  [78] 
 
 
33.  In the future, do you anticipate having any of the following carried out for you by a minister, priest,  
       rabbi, cleric, or some other religious figure? 
                                                                                                                 Yes          No 

 A wedding ceremony ..................................................................  1 2                        [5.1] 
 A funeral .....................................................................................  1 2   
        A birth-related ceremony (e.g., baptism, christening) ..................  1 2                                 
 

34.  Do you happen to know:   No Yes  Answer 
 
 The name of the sacred book of Islam? ..........................  1 2 ___________________________ 

 The founding father of Judaism? .....................................  1 2 ___________________________ 

 Who denied Jesus three times? ......................................  1 2 ___________________________ 

 

35.  Do you think that organized religion's overall impact on life in Canada is: 

 1  Very positive 2  Fairly positive 3  Not very positive 4  Not positive at all 
 
 
36.  Do you think that organized religion's overall impact on the world as a whole is: 

 1  Very positive 2  Fairly positive 3  Not very positive 4  Not positive at all  [8] 

 
 

 
 
 

Little is known about the beliefs of younger Canadians. 



 

 
 

 

37.  In what country were you born? ____________________________________________________________      [ 9-10] 
 

            IF OUTSIDE CANADA:  
 
 

38.  Were your parents born outside of Canada?       Mother:   1 Yes    2  No          Father:   1   Yes   2  No 
 
 
39.  Where are you presently living? 
                                                                
     1  on a farm                 3  in a town or city of under 30,000 people 5  in a city of 100,000-400,000 
 2  rural non-farm area      4  in a city of 30,000-99,000  6  in a city of over 400,000 
 
40.  How many times have you changed residences in the past 5 years? 0      1      2      3 or more 
 
41.  Do you fluently speak:    1  English and French  3  French only 
                             2  English only  4  Other _______________________________ 
 

42.  How old were you on your last birthday?   __________ 
 
 
43.  What grade/year of your program are you in?   __________ 
 
 
44.  Have you ever dropped out of school? 1  Yes  2  No 
 
 
45.  How many brothers and sisters do you have?    __________ 
             
 
46.  Are you: 1  Male             2  Female 
 
 
47.  What is your cultural, ethnic, or national heritage (e.g., French, English, Jamaican, Chinese)?       

 ___________________________________________________________________________________                     [25-28] 

 

48.  What is your race (e.g., white, black, Asian, Aboriginal)?  ______________________________________ 
 
 
49.  Do you have a job during the school year?    1 Yes     2  No  
 
 
       IF YES:        
      
 
   
 
 
 
 
50.  Are your biological father and mother currently:     

       1  Married to each other 
 2  Living common-law (not married) 
       3  No longer married to each other (divorced or separated) 
 4  No longer living common-law  
 5  One is no longer alive 
 6  Neither is alive 
       7  Other (please indicate)          [32]         
                                             __ ___________________________________________________________________           

Finally, we would like to ask some questions about your background. 
This information will help us to understand how responses fit into teenage lives. 

     In what year did you come to Canada?   _____________________ 

 
Approximately how many HOURS A WEEK do you work?                 

1  Less than 5       3  11-15      5  19-30        7 over 40        
2  5-10             4  16-18        6  30-40                         



51.  Who are you presently living with? 

        1  Mother and father           6  Mother only 

        2  Mother and stepfather              7  Father only 

        3  Father and stepmother              8  Other (please specify)  ____________________________________ 

        4  Mother and her male partner            ______________________________________________________ 

        5  Father and his female partner            ______________________________________________________   

                                                                                                                                                                                  

52.  What is the highest level of education that your PARENTS (or guardians) have COMPLETED? 

       Your          Your                                                                                                          
                                                                       Mother     Father  
                                                  
          Less than high school /secondary .......................  1 1 
  High school/secondary........................................  2 2 
  Trade or business school /college/CEGEP. ........  3 3 
  A university degree .............................................   4 4 
  A graduate university degree ..............................  5 5    
   (such as a master’s or doctorate)  
 

53.  What is YOUR general religious preference, along with that of your PARENTS (or guardians)? 

                                                                                     You          Your          Your 
                                                                                                              Mother      Father 

          Protestantism ......................................................  1 1         1         

          Roman Catholicism .............................................  2 2         2          

          Judaism ..............................................................  3 3        3          

          Buddhism ............................................................  4         4         4 

          Hinduism .............................................................  5 5         5          

          Islam ...................................................................  6         6         6 

 Orthodox .............................................................  7 7 7 

          Sikhism ...............................................................  8 8        8          

          Native Religion ....................................................  9         9         9 

          None ...................................................................  10 10 10 

          OTHER ...............................................................  99        99        99 
            (please specify)                                               _________ ________ _________ 
   
     IF YOUR PREFERENCE IS PROTESTANTISM: 
 
  
              
 
 
54. Compared with other Canadian families, would you say that your FAMILY INCOME is: 

 1  Above average 2  Average  3  Below average 4  Far below average 

 
55.  If you were to use one of four names for YOUR social class, which would it be? 

 1  Lower class 2  Middle class  3  Upper middle class 4  Upper class  

  
56.  How would you describe your HEALTH?   1  Excellent     2  Good      3  Fair       4  Poor 
 

57.  Are you currently on a diet to reduce weight?  1  Yes  2  No 
 

58.  Do you have any major disabilities? 1  No             2  Yes  (please clarify) ___________________________ 
 

59.  All in all, would you say you are:  1  Very happy  3  Not too happy 
       2  Pretty happy  4  Not happy at all     [50] 

 

 

 

 
What specific denomination? __________________________________________________________ 



 
 
 
                            

60.  How much education, in total, do you expect you will eventually get? 
 
     1  High school        4  Some university 

     2  Some vocation/commercial college/CEGEP (Quebec)   5  Graduate from university  

     3  Complete vocational/commercial college/CEGEP    6  I don't expect to finish high school 
 
 
61.  Do you expect to:                                         Yes    No  
 
     Get the job you want when you graduate .......................................  1 2 
     Pursue a career .............................................................................  1      2 
 Live with a partner but not marry ....................................................  1 2 
     Eventually stay home and raise your children ................................  1      2 
 Get married at some point in your life ............................................  1 2 
 
 Live in the province or territory that you want to live in ..................  1 2 
 Be involved in your community ......................................................  1 2 
 Own your own home ......................................................................  1      2 
 Practice recycling ...........................................................................  1 2 
     Have to work overtime in order to get ahead .................................  1      2 

     Travel extensively outside of Canada ............................................  1      2 
     Be more financially comfortable than your parents ........................  1      2 
     Stay with the same partner for life ..................................................  1      2 
 Be a leader in your community .......................................................  1 2 
 Some day get to where you want to be in life.................................  1 2 
 
 
62.  When you think of “a good job,” how important do you view the following features? 

                               Very        Somewhat    Not Very    Not Important 
                           Important    Important    Important         At All 

 It pays well .....................................................................  1 2 3 4 

  Gives you a feeling of accomplishment ..........................  1 2 3 4 

 It allows you to make most of the decisions yourself......  1 2 3 4 

 Other people are friendly and helpful .............................  1 2 3 4 

 There is little chance of being laid off .............................  1 2 3 4 

 The work is interesting ...................................................  1 2 3 4 

 There is a chance for advancement ...............................  1 2 3 4 

   It adds something to other people’s lives .......................  1 2 3 4 

 It has flexible hours ........................................................  1 2 3 4 

 It allows you to work from home .....................................  1 2 3 4 

 It takes your family responsibilities into account .............  1 2 3 4 

 It provides good benefits ................................................  1 2 3 4 

 
 
63. How many children, if any, would you like to have?    0       1      2       3          4       5        6  or more    [79] 

 

64.  And, finally, a question on where you would like to live; please complete the following:              [6.1] 
 
 ―If I could live in any COUNTRY, I would live in  ____________________________________________________.‖         
 
 ―If I could live in any PROVINCE or TERRITORY in Canada, I would live in  ______________________________.‖    

       

 

 

 

As you look to the future... 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please use this space for any additional comments you would like to make. 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thank you very much for your willingness 

to participate in PROJECT TEEN CANADA 2008! 

You have played an important part 

in helping us to understand Canadian youth. 
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