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Politics & Boomers
by Reginald W. Bibby

Jump in Interest in Politics — National Study

Over the past five years, the activities of Canada’s politicians have caught the
attention of growing numbers of Canadians. And those who say they are actively
involved in politics has doubled. It could all translate into a modest increase in
voter turnout in Monday'’s federal election.
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upturn also is found among people
who identify with all four of Canada’s major political parties. Further, involvement increases
have taken place among people active in religious groups along with those who are not.



Why the increase, particularly in involvement? Bibby suggests that it is tied directly to
growing numbers of people being concerned about government integrity and competence, as
well as the desire to have more input into issues such as same sex marriage. In addition, the
resurgence of the Conservative party under Stephen Harper, he points out, appears to have
awoken people who are pro-Conservative and anti-Conservative. Diverse efforts on the part of
the government and private organizations to engage Canadians politically also appear to be
contributing to the upward trend in both interest and involvement.

Bibby's research findings are based on large-scale national surveys completed in late 2000 and
late 2005. The latest sample consists of 1,600 Canadians, and is accurate within about 3
percentage points, 19 times in 20.
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Reginald Bibby holds the Board of Governors Research Chair in Sociology at the University of
Lethbridge. He has been monitoring Canadian social trends since the mid-1970s, making his
findings available through a large number of media and personal appearances and ten best-selling
books. His most recent book, The Boomer Factor: What Canada’s Most Famous Generation is
Leaving Behind, was released in October of 2006. Details on Bibby and his work can be found at
"reginaldbibby.com".
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